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Research in the

humanities:

stuck in time? 





Open Science in the Humanities

Participation in CLARIAH-VL
Funded by FWO (International Research Infrastructure)

‘Provide tools & resources into the workflows of  humanities
researchers’

Brussels Platform for Digital Humanities (DIGI)

Disciplines

Historical sociolinguistics

Social and economic history

Historical stylometry

Focus

Digital approaches to citizen science

Linked open data infrastructures



Why?

New research opportunities

Getuigenissen project
‘Digital historical collection of  court depositions from the Southern Low Countries (18th-
19th Centuries)’
Funded by FWO Hercules / BOF

Challenge
Court depositions: unique & valuable source

But rarely used
Data collection is labour-intensive
Data analysis rarely systematic

Approach: open & citizen science







18th century



Judicial arrondissement – correctional tribunal 19th century

1796-1900: +/- 5800 files

1890-1895: +/- 1700 files

1796-1900: numerous files

1796-1900: +/- 3700 files





Digital crowd-sourcing platform 

Currently
Zooniverse (http://www.zooniverse.org)

In development
New IIIF-enabled corpus transcription & annotation platform

http://www.zooniverse.org/
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Data annotation & analysis

How to analyse 10.000+ texts?
Use of  open linked data

Annotations provided by
Researchers

Citizen science volunteers

Automated entity recognition



Pro & contra

✚Interaction with volunteers

✚Data collection

✚Interdisciplinary conversation

✚Shakes up unquestioned research 
routines

- Monitoring & training costs for
citizen science

- Much investment remains
invisible as research output

- Open data as end product is 
perceived as threatening


