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not-for-profit, open-access international scientific journal  of the European Geoscience Union
part of Copernicus Publications

1988 Copernicus as a spin-off of the Max-PlanckInstitute for Solar System Research

2001 start of the first open-access society journal

2018 41 peer-reviewed open access journals and peer-reviewed proceedings and 20

access-reviewed scientific discussion forums

open-access international scientific journal 

2007 Frontiers is launched as a not-for-profit foundation, the Frontiers Research Foundation, relying on 
philanthropic donations to operate. 

after 2008 Frontiers Media SA (investments by Kaltroco, the private holding company of the Koltes family, 
Holtzbrinck Publishing Group)

An editor’s & (co-) author’s perspective

https://publications.copernicus.org/


https://www.frontiersin.org/Design/pdf/RE_Guidelines.pdf

OA journals



peer review and publication differs from traditional scientific journals

Copernicus and Frontiers use an in-house Open Science technology platform for 
interactive community or Collaborative Peer Review 

designed to utilize the full potential of the Internet to foster scientific discussion and 
enable rapid publication of scientific papers.

Review Process



Interactive Public Peer ReviewTM

Two-step process:
1 Initial access peer review assures the basic scientific and technical quality of manuscript

2 Interactive discussion and public commenting by the referees, authors, and other members of the scientific 
community is expected to enhance quality control for papers published in GMD beyond the limits of the traditional 
closed peer review

from: https://www.geoscientific-model-development.net/peer-review_process/interactive_review_process.html

https://publications.copernicus.org/




Collaborative Peer Review

Two phases: 
1 independent review 
2 interactive, collaborative review; real-time interaction between all authors, reviewers, editor

reviews follow a standardized, rigorous questionnaire with free text elements;
all reviewers and editors named on final article

https://www.frontiersin.org/Design/pdf/RE_Guidelines.pdf



https://www.frontiersin.org/Design/pdf/RE_Guidelines.pdf

Collaborative Peer Review



https://www.frontiersin.org/Design/pdf/RE_Guidelines.pdf

Collaborative Peer Review - Questionaire



https://www.frontiersin.org/Design/pdf/RE_Guidelines.pdf

Collaborative Peer Review – Interactive Review



https://www.frontiersin.org/Design/pdf/RE_Guidelines.pdf

Collaborative Peer Review – Decission





AIRA assists editors, reviewers and internal teams by analyzing, interpreting and communicating the quality of submitted 
manuscripts and the review process, as well as suggesting actions and identifying potential reviewers 

Built in-house and fully integrated into the Frontiers Review Forum 

addresses two key peer review tasks: quality control and reviewer identification

quickly and accurately evaluate submitted manuscripts against a set of quality measures, including text overlap, language, 
the presence of human images and other ethical considerations.



Average time submission -> final decission

average time: 90 days

https://publications.copernicus.org/


• transparent

• constructive

• quick, efficient

Open Review Process



Thank you



•Authors retain the copyright of the article.

•Authors grant an irrevocable non-exclusive licence to publish the article electronically and in print format and to 
identify itself as the original publisher.

•Authors grant Copernicus Publications commercial rights to produce hardcopy volumes of the journal for sale to 
libraries and individuals.

•Authors grant any third party the right to use the article freely as long as its original authors and citation details are 
identified.

•The article is distributed under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 License, which permits the use, distribution 
and reproduction of material from published articles, provided the original authors and source are credited, and 
subject to any copyright notices concerning any third-party content.

Copyright

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Article Processing Charges for 1504 Gold OA journals in DOAJ (data from 2019). Ref: https://doaj.org/faq#alldata

OA Article Processing Charges (APCs)

https://doaj.org/faq#alldata


Frontiers operates an APC pricing spectrum, considers journal 
maturity and open-access funding availability in different 
research communities. 

The average APC of a Frontiers article is US$ 1,850 or (€1,600) 
and is anticipated to consolidate at ~US$ 2,300 (or €2,000).

Authors and institutions with insufficient funding are eligible 
for a full or partial APC waiver, 
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All EGU open-access journals provide 10% of the previous 
year's page budget to be assigned to authors lacking support of 
funds. Before applying for a waiver, all authors are requested to 
explore funding options at their own university. Some research 
funders have established general APC funding schemes, like the 
Research Council UK. There, a block of funding has generally 
been allocated to each university to cover open-access 
publication costs associated with Research-Council-funded 
grants and research students. However, if the authors are not 
eligible for any financial support scheme, they are asked to 
contact Copernicus Publications Editorial Support 
(editorial@copernicus.org) after access review prior to 
publication of their paper in the discussion forum to apply for a 
partial or full waiver. 


