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Developing a Belgian data archive for the social sciences



Consortium of European Social Science Data Archives

• 17 Social Data Archives across Europe

• Offers a trusted platform for data archival in social science

• Provides training and network opportunities

• “As open as possible, as closed as necessary”

• FAIR-principles: 
Findable
Accessible
Interoperable
Reusable

Starting point:



2017

Starting point:



SOcial sciences Data Archive

• Goal= Establish how to set up SODA as the new data archive and service 

provider in Belgium

➙ ensure long-term and sustainable archiving of digital research data

➙ provide access to research data for researchers (as open as possible)

• Team: 

• Belgian State Archives (AE-RA)

• Interface Demography (VUB)

• Center for Demographic Research (UCLouvain)

• Pilot project funded by BELSPO



SODA so far: 

• Established the possible services of SODA

• Estimated the necessary resources

• Investigated the legal context for open 

data use in Belgium

• Set up two feasible scenarios for the 

business model

• Developed a prototype for the data 

catalogue



































































































Difficulties regarding the complex policy structures 

Difficulties regarding the diversity in social 
science data

Advantage of support and advice from CESSDA 
network 

Our experience…



Questions about this presentation? 

Contact Benjamin Peuch (Benjamin.Peuch@arch.be) or 
dr. Laura Van den Borre ( Laura.Van.den.Borre@vub.be )

Want to know more about SODA? 
Go online: https://sodabelgianproject.wixsite.com/sodaproject
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